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Anoﬂi_er religious grOup
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WALTHAM — Though the for-
mer St Joseph Church is no
longer in the hands of -the
Boston archdiocese ifs days as a
place of worship might not be
-over just yet.

Waltham-based Eastpart Real
Estate Services entered into an
agreement with the archdiocese
last week to purchase the parcel
as part of the archdiocese’s re-
configuration plan. The sale is
expected to become final in late
June.

huildings and a parking area.
Eastport President Michael
Price said yesterday that he
‘hopes to leave the church and
the rectory, the two buildings
that face Main Street, relatively

-unchanged.

Price said Eastport is enter-
taining offers from an unspeci-
fied number of churches in the
area that hope fo acquire the
former St. Joseph Church. Asfor
the 6,000-square-foat rectory
beside it, he said Bastport in-
tends to sell it as a mgle—famﬂy ;
home.

The parcel contains four
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“What we're really trying 1o
do here is maintain the
sireetscape,” .said Price. “We
think that's what the communi-
ty wants aswel.”

Price wasreluctant to discuss

Eastpart's plans for the rear
portian of the property, which
contains a small house, the
child care center and a parking
area. If' St Joseph remains a
church, Price said some portion
of the parldng area will likely be
set aside 10 accommodate.
- Eastpart is conducting engi-
neering surveys on the site and
formulating plans for its reuse.
Though he would not say what
those planswere, Price stressed
that Eastport does® have the
community in mind.

“If our -primary chome hap-

pens, I think the neighborhood
wil be very pléased with the
outcome,” he said.

Eastport, now in its 10th year
of business, ‘owns five proper-
ties in Waltham, inchiding the
Bear Hill Road offices that con-
tain the 'WIMN-FM radio sta-
tion and a building on Turner
Street leased by Brandeis Uni-
versity. Two members of East-
port's senior management
1earn, Vice President Mark Con-
naughton and Treasurer

-Richard Connaughton, grew up

in Waltham. .

“We've gol roats in the com-
munity,"” said Price.

City Councilor Kenneth
Doucette of Ward 6, in which St.
Joseph sits, said he condueted
some brief research on East-
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port. a.ﬂ:a hearing the company
had purchased the property.
“They are aresponsible com-
pany,” Doucette said. “They're
probably going to reach out ta
the neighbors and also city offi-
cials and wark with them."
Doucette said The Nelson
Companies and the Waltham
Alliance to Create Housing had
hoth subritted hids to the arch-

diocese and informed Doucette |

of their proposils, The Nelson
Companies had hoped to putin
an aris center and an afford-
able housing development, and
WATCH was sgeldng a comhi-
nation of market raie and af-
fordable housing units,
Doucette hoped that Eastport
would consider such uses if
their primary plans fall
through. ;

He also said several neigh-
bors and foriner parishioners
have come to him with can-
cerns over the firmire of the site.

“They're looking for some-
thing that's going to fit the per-

* -sonality of the property,” he

said. “Something that fiis in
with the neighborhood.”

Christopher Moore is a Staff
writer for the Daily News Tri-
bune. He con be reached at
cmoore@cnc. com or 751-395-
8009.
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St. Joseph's Church on Main

- Street in Waltham, right, has

been sold to developers by the
Archdiocese of Baston. The riew
owners are looking to sell it to
another religious group.
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