WALTHAM

New owners won't
raze closed church

By Stephanie V. Siek
GLOBE STAFF

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic
Church in Waltham will be spared
the indignity of a death by wreck-
ing ball a year after the Boston
Archdiocese moved to close the
church and disband its parish.

The development company
that purchased the property is
looking for a religious group to
maintain the church building as a

speaking parish had been based
on Main Street in Waltham for
more than three-quarters of a cen-

L’Eglise LLC paid $14.5 million
for the church and four parcels ad-
joining it. The deal was closed July
15. L’Eglise, which means
“church” in French, is a subsidiary
of Eastport Real Estate Services, a
‘Waltham-based property manage-

ment and development company.
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“housing on. the surroundmg par
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“Our redevelopme:ot plan for‘

‘the property was pnmarﬂy aimed
3 at maintaining the streetsoape
‘Price said. “We learned that Wal-
tham res1dent5 ‘were interested in
‘making sure there wasn’t a ohange
‘in the appearance of the property,
and an interest atnong the: ‘parish-

ioners of St. Joseph in ma.]ung i1
sure that the property sta,ys a
ho]d a meetmg mth.nglgh
orce demgns ‘have been ‘drawn wp. -

c].lurch” :

‘The cuﬁ:}ent church bm_ldlng '-
was built in 1929 and expanded to
its current form tiunng the 19505 “

Pnce said.: i

“The rec'mry bu.l.ltm 1850 Wlll
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pled busmess Or two- famzly Tesi- ;

- St. Joseph’s Roman Ca.fhohc. '

ing ball a year after the Boston’

maintain the church building as'a

-more than three-quartem of acen-

: L’Eghse 1ic pald$14< 5 mﬂhon'
“forthe church and four parcelsad-

arehglous _oup m

borhood actmsts ]ast year over 1t-s

The CoTT] :my ha pnrohas 15t. Joseph’s_ﬂﬂmrohlsloolungfor

“plan for more than 50 homes in- 1

meoln Woods. The Plam:ung
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‘Sachem pr0pnetor Roberto ;
Pandolﬁ said the oompanv would :
ors. | there! said she was reheveﬂ to
Jniow the church’ huﬂdmg would— o
A * 100 children ages 2 months to'5
“years, faees an October deadline to
_‘move out, but Price- szurl Eas@ort
: would tryto be ﬂexible E

EachH three-bedroo ‘Elé-bath

- ‘Pandolfi- sald he and partner
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“home will be abourt 1 600 squal'e X
-'feet a.ndpncedbetween $479 ODO s

and Whose pa.rents were married

i hetorn down :
‘ﬁt was a very hard woﬂong

uilt it up hated to see it

go In’ llght of everything that’s
:'happened in the archdiocese, their

'011 is Jushﬁable " McCar-

. tendance :
_French- -speaking Hal‘uan and
‘Ugandan families JomeE[ but’

Mayof .:Ieannette McCa.rthy,'
“who was bapu.zed at St Joseph’

ﬂl} said, speaking of the archdlo

-cese’s decision to give ‘some

churches areprieve.

St. Joseph’s emerged ata time
when smchurches served the city’s
Catholic community that was
swelling with Irish, Ita.llan and
French-Canadian immigrants.

. The Canadians were drawn to St.
Joseph, where they could hear .

Mass celebrated in French and

‘"have their children learn in both
.French and English at the pansh

school, I’Ecole St. Pierre. -
“As ethnic commumues assimi-

‘lated and the founding parishio-

mers’ descendants moved away, at-
“dwindle d.

‘when the church c:loseﬂ last year it

was ar.f:rael:mg only’ about :250 peo
% ple for SundayMass

. “The only cmrent .tena.ut of the'
o) St Joseph's property s I.ItﬂB Souls
-Center for Chﬂdren, a day-ca:e
scenter that has used part of the
: ,oom«ent huﬂdmg since 1996.Di- .’
. Tector Jocelyne Wolfe said she had
" known since last year that the par-
-1sh s closure and bmldmgs sale

were nevitable. ’I'he center made

*plans to move to a rectory at St.
:Charles Borromeo Church on Hall
‘Street, but the archdiocese. de—'

.cided against leasing the space.
~“Wolfe said the center was in-

'ﬁlvad in negotiations for another
- site but declined to give specifics

until a deal was sezled. She said
the center was unable to find an-
o‘ther site in downtown Waltham
‘that met the code reqmrements

; 'for child care,

“The center, Wthh serves about
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